WALSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Present: 
Cllrs. B Landale (Chairman), Mrs S Landale, Mrs J Marozzi, Mrs E Meath Baker, N Morter, Ms V Waller, Mrs C Williams, J Woodhouse (Vice-Chairman)
and one member of the public: Clovis Meath Baker

Meeting of the Parish Council 
on Wednesday 24 February 2021 at 7.30pm
(in accordance with the Coronavirus Regulations this meeting will be via Zoom)

MINUTES

1. Apologies from L Acton, Mrs E Carter, Mrs K Richardson, District Councillor T Fitzpatrick, County Councillor Dr M Strong, PC J Pegden SNT Wells were accepted.

2. Declarations of interest by the Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below. None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting on 13 January were approved for the Chairman to sign at a later date.

4. Matters arising
a. Thank you to Clare for organising a snow figure competition in the village and to Elizabeth for providing prize/s.
b. The owner of Vicarage Cottage had informed the Chairman that the District Council was proposing the amend the ward boundary so that his property would move into Little Walsingham. He would prefer to stay in Great Walsingham. The Parish Council decided to investigate and contact the District Council requesting that the historic boundary which cuts through the old vicarage is retained.

5. Police Report
a. Three assaults (all suspects dealt with); ten calls to the police. It was also noted that this was the time of year for snowdrop thefts. The police ask for anything suspicious to be reported asap via the police website or, if the crime is in progress, by calling 999.

6. Report from County Councillor: circulated via email.

7. Report from District Councillor

8. Finances 
a. The Statement of accounts was presented and confirmed.
b. The following payments were approved.
	Joanna Otte
	expenses (Feb & March)
	101429
	£145.89



9. Anaerobic Digester / Egmere Energy
a. Nigel Morter, Scilla Landale and Elizabeth Meath Baker had attended a meeting organised by the parish councils to the west of the Egmere Energy plant at which complaints about agricultural vehicles causing disruption in and around the villages were raised with the owners. Other on-going issues included excessive noise and smell. A group of stakeholders has been formed to provide a structure for communicating with the owners. The initial response showed that they were taking the issues seriously and were putting measures in place to tackle the problems with the traffic at harvest time e.g. their vehicles would be identifiable so that they could be notified of any breaches of agreed measures. 

10. Walsingham Development Project (working document was circulated prior to the meeting)
a. Report from Clare Williams and the working group): We recognise that this is an ambitious plan, covering a lot of ground. We would like to highlight five priorities for us to focus on in the short term: 
i. organisation of a village clean-up before Easter: Monday 29 March (time to be confirmed)
1. Request for bracken to be cut back at the coach park to allow for littering picking
2. Sticky Stuff Remover would assist with the removal of anti-vaxx stickers

ii. Repair of the light in the bus shelter and investigate the possibility of a new bus shelter opposite on Wells Road
iii. Installation of the gate at the entrance to the recreation ground
iv. Continue to look at provision for the village magazine (News & Views) and how to take this forward 
v. Car parking needs in the village - possibly through means of a survey of residents.
b. The Parish Council decided that it was happy to support these priority areas and include them as agenda items for meetings to ensure action. It was also decided to present the Project to the Walsingham Development Group as a working document and to invite some more representatives (to include key stakeholders, e.g. business owners, representatives from the Shrines etc.) to a meeting.
c. The Chairman noted that he had written to Lord Dannatt (who had recently been appointed as Chairman to the newly-formed Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance) highlighting a number of places causing flooding in the local area:  Walsingham to Fakenham Road just south of the village; the two fords in Houghton St Giles; Church Street Lt Walsingham; Gandy Dam, Binham Road; under the railway bridge, Edgar Road; Thursford Road just shot of Thursford Castle.

d. Clovis Meath Baker (Walsingham Estate Company) was invited to speak. He welcomed the Project as a very useful document. Among other items he commented on the following: 
i. A car-parking survey would need input from the Estate because except for in the Mill Car Park and the Coach Park (both owned by the Estate) car parking was currently free. Furthermore, the Friday Market was manorial land (business rates were paid on it despite it having no income) and any changes would have to be approved by the Lord of the Manor.
ii. The Estate was taking action to tackle to problems of flooding at the bridge on Fakenham Road. On the left-hand side, the holes in the wall would be enlarged to allow more water to flow away from the road. On the other side the verge would be raised to help keep the water off the road. 
iii. The flooding on Church Street had raised concerns this year which was exceptionally wet. A resident had been in touch with the MP and the Environment Agency had carried out a study. Although not much could be done, the EA might pay for steps to protect the individual houses. 
iv. The Estate had been looking into the possibility of electrical charging points for some time. The limiting factor was the lack of 3-phase electricity. The supply requires unbundling of electricity by UK Power Networks in conjunction with the provider of the charging points. The Estate was now re-visiting this (having originally tried to work with potential providers since 2018) with a different provider who was more used to dealing with smaller entities.

11. Highways
a. Potholes and other highway faults should be reported via the website: https://apps.norfolk.gov.uk/HighwaysDefect/default.aspx
i. Grit bins need to be re-filled
b. It was noted that the order for the Village Gateways had been placed through the Parish Partnership Scheme
c. Vote of thanks to Highways for resurfacing the High Street.

12. SAM2
a. Report from Knight Street
	Date
	19 Dec 2020 – 10 January 2021
	11 – 28 January 2021

	85th percentile speed
	28.3 mph
	29.1 mph

	85th percentile vehicles
	15,207 counts
	7,685

	max speed
	50 mph (3:55pm on 21 December)
	50 mph (9:55 pm on 22 January)

	total vehicles
	17,891 count
	9,041 counts

	average daily count
	806 vehicles
	492 vehicles

	Average AM peak
	8 am – 9 am 36 vehicles
	8 am – 9 am 43 vehicles

	Average PM peal
	5 pm – 6 pm 38 vehicles
	5 pm – 6 pm 30 vehicles

	average speed
	19.4 mph
	23.3 mph


13. Planning
a. Applications received since the last meeting 
i. LA/20/2657: Internal and external works comprising small variations to works approved under listed building consent LA/19/1405), including introduction of two additional fan extracts on roof, roof access hatch on the northern side of roof, brick vents on two elevations, alterations to kitchen and bathroom layouts, relocation of original kitchen cupboards, creation of three ventilation shafts along east elevation and replacement of rotten timber floorboards in attic spaces at Berry Hall Westgate. Link circulated. No objection submitted 27 January.

b. Decisions made by NNDC
c. It was noted that the Clerk had contacted the District Council planning department (cc’d to NNDCllr) highlighting some of the problems associated with accessing planning applications.

14. Parish Newsletter / Magazine
a. See above – part of the Walsingham Development Project.
	
15. Airfield Memorial Project: report circulated via email

16. WDG (meeting on 3 March at 7.30 pm via Zoom)
a. It was agreed to circulate the Walsingham Development Project document to the WDG for consideration at the meeting. It was also decided to include Clare and Julia (and other stakeholders on recommendation).

17. Correspondence: circulated as usual.

18. Items for report or future agenda
a. It was noted that the repainting of telephone kiosk in Friday Market is on the BT programme for repainting this year 2021 (work is carried out between April and October).

19. Next Meeting is on Wed 14 April 2021 at 7.15 for 7.30 pm via Zoom.

Joanna Otte, Clerk to Walsingham Parish Council, e-mail: walsinghampc@googlemail.com   Tel. 01328 822366
Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, Fakenham, NR21 0JN		Agenda prepared by JO 17/02/2021

Parish Council meeting closed at 8.30 pm 


Annual Meeting of Walsingham Recreation Trust
Following the Parish Council meeting Wednesday 24 February 2021
Trustees and officers
To confirm that the 
Parish Council is the Management Committee for the time being (as well as the Custodian Trustee) until local organisations are able / willing to nominate representatives as described in the WRT Scheme.
Chairman of the Parish Council is the Chairman of the Walsingham Recreation Trust.
The Parish Clerk is the Treasurer and Secretary.
To confirm appointment of representative members from local organisations / Parish Councillors / other volunteers to working groups such as
Playground: regular checks: Lee Acton; maintenance, improvement, 
Village Hall: key holders Pam Miller (bookings), Vanessa Waller (cleaning), and Brian Landale, Joanna Otte, Clare Williamson

Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 Dec 2020
Annual Report for 2020

The Minutes of the meeting on 13 January were approved for signing.

Village Hall
Maintenance: 
Guttering to be repaired by Walsingham Estate
L A Whitmore to carry out Electrical work to replace 2 light fittings in shower rooms, remove flood light fittings and wiring and replace scencor bulkhead fittings and install pir led fitting over the main door: for £485.50 + VAT.
Improvements to consider:
Hand sanitizers (provided and installed by WE)
Wi-Fi. James reported that he had spoken to Anglian Farmers who said that this could be done through AF Affinity if the Parish Council /WRT was a member. He had also got information from Field Dalling who had recently set up WiFi for the village hall using Plusnet at approximately £22 per month. It was agreed to use Plus Net to set up and provided the broadband and telephone. The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements.

Recreation Ground
Inspection of playground apparatus
Moles are a problem again on the playing field and the recreation ground. It was agreed to ask Acorn Pest and Country Services to attend again.
Dog fouling on the playing field. It was agreed to get some more signs to remind people that dogs are banned from the playing field.

Finances 
Receipts since previous statement: Covid-19 support grants £6,477.43; donation from WU Football Club for sporting activities £1,295.46. It was noted that the Chairman had sent a letter of thanks to the Treasurer and Chairman of the Club.
Balance as at 16 February 2021: £22,024.31 (includes Covid-19 grants from NNDC of £11,334)
The following payment was approved:
	Payee
	Description
	date
	Chq no
	Amount

	V Waller
	Cleaning (December)
	25/01/21
	102303
	£120.00


Bookings (cancelled during the lockdown)
Regular bookings: 
Thursdays 4.30pm Youth Group
first Thursday of the month: History Society (March, April, May)
Wednesday evenings: Band practice
Bookings

Any other business: none.
Meeting closed at 8.35 pm
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