WALSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Present: Cllrs. B Landale (Chairman), Mrs E Carter, Mrs S Landale, Mrs E Meath Baker, 
J Woodhouse (Vice-Chairman): 
And District Councillor T Fitzpatrick, County Councillor Dr M Strong, and one member of the public

Meeting of the Parish Council scheduled for Wednesday 2 December 2020 at 7.30pm
(in accordance with the Coronavirus Regulations this meeting was via Zoom)

MINUTES
1. Apologies from L Acton, N Morter, Mrs K Richardson, Ms V Waller, Mrs C Williams, and PC J Pegden SNT Wells were accepted.

2. Declarations of interest by the Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below. None 

3. Minutes of the Meeting on 21 October were approved for the Chairman to sign at a later date.

4. Matters arising
a. It was noted that the Walsingham Estate would be installing CCTV in the coach park which would act as a possible deterrent for unauthorised parking etc.

5. Co-option to fill the vacancy
a. Julia Marozzi was co-opted to the Parish Council. The Clerk would inform her and send her the declaration of office etc for completion and links to other information relating to the operation of the Parish Council.
	Proposed
	SL
	Seconded
	EC
	vote
	all



6. Police Report: 
a. 11 calls, 1 x criminal damage, 1 x burglary.
b. The Chairman reported that he had been in contact with a number of people (including the police, the MP, and the District and County Councillors) in respect of the problems with new occupants on Mount Pleasant.

7. Report from County Councillor (emailed) including information about the Norfolk Winter Support Offer webpage will be www.norfolk.gov.uk/covidwintersupport  . Residents may need assistance and encouragement to apply for support – starting with a lack of computer accessibility, difficulty with the telephone or simple encouragement that they are entitled to what is on offer. She also reported that she would follow up with Children’s Services regarding the issue at Mount Pleasant.

8. Report from District Councillor (emailed) including information about support available for business particularly in non-essential retail and hospitality, and the deployment of ‘Covid Officers’ in market towns etc. He also reported that he was in contact with Victory Housing about the on-going problem of housing some difficult people in Mount Pleasant and the impact that this has on long-term residents.

9. Finances 
a. Donations. It was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure. For this item E Meath Baker took the Chair because the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman are Church Wardens.
i. Following discuss it was agreed to make donations of £200 each to St Peter’s Church and St Mary’s Church each for grounds maintenance; and £100 each to Heritage House and Citizens Advice.
ii. Brian Landale thanked the Parish Council for the donations on behalf of the PCCs of St Peter’s and St Mary’s.

b. Repairs to Recreation Ground apparatus following the Annual Inspection by FLP:
i. Swing hangers
ii. Minor tightening of fixings on multiplay unit, activity trail, play train
iii. Re-concrete goal post
iv. Replace damaged boards on skate ramp
v. Investigate an issue with the Hip hop rotator
Total cost including labour, parts, and disposal of waste £1,870.20 + VAT
It was agreed to have the work done.

c. The Statement of accounts was presented and confirmed.
d. The following payments were approved.
	FLP
	playground inspection
	101415
	£120.00

	Anglian Chemicals
	cleaning materials VH
	101416
	£63.36

	NCC
	white gateways
	101418
	£2,557.00

	Joanna Otte
	expenses
	101419
	£58.57

	Dempsey Heating Ltd
	boiler service VH
	101420
	£126.00

	Acorn Pest and Country Services
	mole control on playing field
	101421
	£96.00

	NNDC
	emptying litter bins
	101422
	£299.52

	St Peter's PCC
	donation grounds maintenance 
	101423
	£200.00

	St Mary's PCC
	donation grounds maintenance 
	101424
	£200.00

	Heritage House
	donation
	101425
	£100.00

	Citizens Advice
	donation
	101426
	£100.00




10. Considering and setting the Budget and Precept for 2021-22
a. A draft budget had been prepared in advance and circulated. The figures were reviewed..
b. It was decided to increase the allowance for donations in-line with the donations as agreed above. Other likely calls on expenditure would be funding a village newsletter / magazine (as News and Views would no longer be published). It was also agreed that there should be sufficient funds to organise and support community events / activities once social-distancing was no longer necessary.
c. It was agreed to increase the Precept for 2021-22 to £24,000 (an increase of 3%). 
d. The Clerk and Chair would complete and sign the precept from to send to NNDC.

11. Parish Partnership Scheme - for village gateways 
a. Site visit with Highways officer in October confirmed locations and the lay-out.as follows:
i. Wells Road 1 x 1.5m wide 3 slat gateway in white, 1 x 960mm wide slat gateway in white both with 30 roundels/national speed limit sign and village signs as above
ii. Fakenham Road 1 x 1.5m wide 3 slat gateway in white, 1 x 960mm wide slat gateway in white both with pedestrian warning sign and village signs as above. 
b. The gates are to be provided by Glasdon (ordered by NCC). The cost for the Parish Council is £2,557 (the other 50% is paid by NCC through the Parish Partnership Scheme).

12. Streetscape Project
a. To establishing a streetscape project where we have an up to date record of all things such as benches, bins etc as well as general streetscape for each area, e.g. lighting, highways, building maintenance. Those wishing to take part were asked to contact Clare who would be taking the lead in this project.

13. Highways
a. It was noted that a broken concrete bollard on Market Lane (blocking off Station Road) had been reported and Highways would ‘resolve’ the problem.
b. It was noted that a resident on Scarborough Road had put in a request to Highways for the pavement outside the houses to be resurfaced as it was in a very poor condition and was a hazard for users. Highways have responded indicating that the problem would be resolved.
c. Potholes and other highway faults should be reported via the website: https://apps.norfolk.gov.uk/HighwaysDefect/default.aspx


d. It was noted that the High Street was due to be resurface from 12 January.
e. A request from a resident for the speed limit on Knight Street to be reduced to 20mph or for a speed ramp to be put in was considered. The Clerk explained that changing the speed limit was a long and costly process (possibly £20,000) and furthermore 20mph zones had to be ‘self-enforcing’ e.g. with chicanes, ramps, bollards etc. It was noted that layout of Knight Street does encourage slower driving as it narrows with buildings on both sides and has a bend. Anecdotal evidence indicated that most people are driving nearer to 20 mph than to 30 mph. While sympathising with the residents with children having to negotiate the road, it was suggested that speeding traffic is probably more a perception than a reality. However it was agreed to see if the SAM2 unit could be located in the vicinity to monitor the traffic. 

14. SAM2
a. The unit had been of Fakenham Road and was now on Wells Road.
b. It was noted that Barsham Parish Council would make arrangements to purchase a set of brackets and to have a post installed so that the SAM2 unit could be used to monitor traffic in Houghton and Barsham.

15. Local Homes Survey
a. It was noted that a Local Homes Survey had been delivered village-wide from Wells Town Council, Homes for Wells, Holkham Estate and Walsingham Estate. The latter signed up in order to receive the results.
b. The Chairman thanked the Walsingham Estate Directors for providing homes at reasonable rents for local people.

16. Planning
a. Applications since last meeting 
i. PF/20/1854 | Replacement of 2 no. conservation style roof lights (sizes to match existing) on East and West elevations and addition of a new conservation style roof light alongside each being replaced (sizes to match existing) at Plover Cottage, 5 Windmill Farm, Folgate Lane. Link circulated. No objection.

b. Decisions made by NNDC
i. PF/20/0365: Erection of dwelling (Estate House under NPPF Paragraph 79e) restoration of barns; associated landscape and ecology proposals and change of use of land from agriculture to residential cartilage at Creake Buildings, Walsingham Road, Egmere. APPROVED.

ii. PF/20/0590: Erection of detached two storey dwelling at St James Cottage, 18 Bridewell Street. Amended. REFUSED.

c. Withdrawn
i. LA/20/1013: Internal and external works associated with remodelling of dwelling at 13 Friday Market Place. WITHDRAWN

d. Other planning matters
i. NNDC draft Local Plan. It was noted that following the consultation in 2019-20 the District Council had amended its plans for development in Small Villages (previously Service Villages like Walsingham): ‘In the Draft Plan we proposed that in a list of Small Growth Villages we would prepare a Part 2 Plan which would identify some new sites for small scale development. The Council no longer proposes to specifically identify development sites in these villages. Instead, we intend to consult on a new policy which would allow for small developments to take place in locations close to the built up areas of the identified villages. The policy will include criteria to ensure that each of these developments is small and there is a limit on the number in each village, but the Plan will not specifically identify sites.’
1. The Clerk was asked to contact remind them about the Walsingham Conservation Area Appraisal and to request that this is carried forward to the new plan.
ii. Concern was raised that a new hedge at Model Farm Barn PF/19/0462 had been replace with a fence which was thought to be in breach of the planning conditions. The Clerk was asked to inform Combined Enforcement at the District Council.

17. Airfield Memorial Project: nothing to report

18. WDG
a. The Christmas Lights and Carols event was cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. However the crib, tree and lights were in the Common Place and along the High Street for residents and visitors to enjoy.
b. Clare had made a simple QR code trail around the village ‘In Search of Christmas’

19. Correspondence: circulated as usual.
20. Items for report or future agenda
a. Parish Magazine / newsletter – a way forward
b. Sign post (for pedestrians) at the Coach Park

21. Next Meeting is on Wed 13 January 2021 at 7.15 for 7.30 pm via Zoom.
Joanna Otte, Clerk to Walsingham Parish Council, e-mail: walsinghampc@googlemail.com   Tel. 01328 822366
Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, Fakenham, NR21 0JN		Agenda prepared by JO 25/11/2020

The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting at 8.35pm. He thanked everyone and wished them a Happy Christmas.





Meeting of Walsingham Recreation Trust
Following the Parish Council meeting Wednesday 2 December 2020

The Minutes of the meeting on 21 October 2020 were approved for signing.

The Chairman reported that Roy Gibson (treasurer of the former football club) in consultation with Bernie Beckham would like to hand over the closing balance of the football club account of £1,300 to WRT and requested that £500 was ring-fenced in case a football club was re-formed in the future. The balance could be used for sporting activities or to help a person in need. It was agreed that this would be gratefully accepted.

Village Hall
Maintenance: 
Guttering to be repaired by Walsingham Estate.
L A Whitmore to carry out Electrical work to replace 2 light fittings in shower rooms, remove flood light fittings and wiring and replace scencor bulkhead fittings and install pir led fitting over the main door: for £485.50 + VAT.

Recreation Ground
Moles: Acorn Country Services had dealt with the moles.
The Annual Inspection had identified a number of issues which require attention (the Parish Council had agreed to cover the cost of repairs £1,870.20 + VAT):
Swing hangers
Minor tightening of fixings on multi-play unit, activity trail, play train
Re-concrete goal post
Replace damaged boards on skate ramp
Investigate an issue with the Hip hop rotator

Finances 
The following payments were approved:
	Payee
	Description
	date
	Chq no
	Amount

	V Waller
	Cleaning October
	03/11/20
	102299
	£120.00

	V Waller 
	Cleaning November
	
	102300
	£20.00

	NNDC
	Premises licence annual fee
	
	102301
	£180.00



Bookings (cancelled during the lockdown)
Regular bookings: 
Thursdays 4.30pm Youth Group (resuming on 3 December)
first Thursday of the month: History Society (March, April, May)
Wednesday evenings: Band practice
Bookings

Any other business
Suggestions for improvements at the Village Hall: Wi-Fi, a projector, hand sanitizer stations etc. To be considered at a later meeting

Meeting closed at 8.45 pm
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