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For the love of local food
Look for the best of Norfolk
at Walsingham Farms Shop
Find our pop up snowdrop café
in the Abbey Grounds for the snowdrop walks
(café open at weekends in February)
Find our stall on Norwich Market
We are open on Norwich Market, Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm
Hot pie, mash & more, mini farm shop & deli
WINTER OPENING HOURS to 29th March
TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5pm
SUNDAY AND MONDAY 10am-4pm
Guild Street, Walsingham NR22 6BU 01328 821877
Norwich Market, Row F Stalls 124/125 01603 621966
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Radio Norfolk Treasure Quest at Barsham Festive Fayre
Andrew Ross speaking live on air alongside Radio Norfolk presenter Julie Reinger.
And Julie Reinger brandishing the Treasure Quest envelope, see page 9 for more.

Andrew Ross with Julie Reinger

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07vxf17/p07vxklh
BBC Norfolk Radio Treasure Quest 24 Nov 2019
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Walsingham CE VA School’s field trips and festivities

Hedgehog Class preparing to travel to Wells in style

The children had a wonderful time during the festive
season. They performed joyfully at their Christmas
Concert at St Mary’s Church and we all enjoyed the
Christingle Service at St Peter’s Church which was full of
awe and wonder.They raised an amazing £456.28 carol
singing at Morrisons and Tescos which is an incredible
feat for just 33 children! Our infant Hedgehog Class
took part in the Fakenham Christmas tree festival for
the first time and their lovely tree raised £190.
As part of their learning about the Stone Age this
term, our junior Warrior Class visited Flag Fenn in
Peterborough. The photograph shows some of the
class in a freeze frame drama scene where they were
exploring being part of a clan. Hedgehog Class enjoyed
a trip to Wells on the Walsingham to Wells Light Railway.
Over the term the children have taken part in lots of
sporting events including the Gresham Cross Country
event. As well as their usual PE and swimming lessons
they have also been learning yoga. The Friends of the
School held a Beetle Drive, Bingo and a Christmas Fair
which were all very successful.Thank you to those who
supported the events. Kind regards,
Miss Mary Dolan, Executive Head

Hedgehogs class aboard the Wells &
Walsingham Light Railway

Warrior Class enact Stone Age scene.
Photos by L. Smith
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A beginner’s guide to sailing
The Bosun’s call

Richard Elley

The Bosun’s knot by author

The bosun’s call, bosun’s pipe, it doesn’t matter what
you may call it, is a very interesting and important
piece of equipment in a seaman’s equipment list. In
the 16th and 17th century it would be an essential in
the ship’s schedule. Then in action, it would come into
its own as it was the only thing that could be heard
above the horrific noise of battle.
Imagine for a moment your ship is sailing quietly south
south west across the bay of Cadiz in line astern (two
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lines of ships sailing one behind the other). Suddenly a
seaman in the fore top, (crow’s nest in the foremast)
shouts, ‘Sail Ho! 10 points to starboard’. All eyes and
telescopes pointed in that direction. It’s the enemy,
‘Beat to quarters Bosun’. ‘Aye aye sir’ was the answer
and he blew the high pitched but appropriate call
which undulated up and down three times. Everyone
sprang into action rolling out cannons and preparing
to fire. It is a flurry of very noisy activity. The noise
is phenomenal, no-one could be heard from now
onwards over firing guns. Cannonballs crashing
through the rigging and into the decks of the ship
causing splinters up to 8 feet long to fly through the
air in all directions. Incidentally up to three quarters of
all deaths or injuries in battle aboard the old wooden
walls ships was caused by splintering and falling spars
and rigging. Examples of other causes were enemy
snipers in their rigging, and injuries caused by other
means like gun carriages breaking loose, and close
quarter fighting. The mortality rate was terrible. Your
main deck was so exposed and open to gunfire,
especially chain and grape shot, from all quarters.
It was within these conditions that the Bosun’s Pipe
came into its own. It could be heard over the noise
of battle and moving forward into the 19th century
with even louder battle noise like the North Sea Battle
of Jutland in 1916 it could still be heard. Such a small
instrument with a big demand and responsibility on it
at times.
Coming even more forward into the 19th, 20th and 21st
century the bosun’s pipe takes a more ceremonial role,
for example piping the side when the captain goes
ashore or come back aboard and when dignitaries
come aboard or go ashore. At colours, when the ensign
is raised in the morning (0800 hours) and lowered in
the evening, (1900hrs winter time; or 2000 hours in
summer). And more poignantly, the familiar long low
to long high and back to long low pitches just after the
last post at Remembrance Day services.
The order, ‘Pipe the side Bosun’ was given by the
Captain. ‘Aye aye Sir’ was the Bosun’s reply.
Richard Elley,
RYA/MCA Yacht master Offshore Comm.

Fundraising for East Anglian Air Ambulance
Dear reader, I’m writing to you from the fundraising
department here at EAAA. It’s our job to raise the
millions of pounds we need to keep our wonderful,
life-saving crews operational and help us to achieve
our ambition of 24/7 critical care coverage across East
Anglia in 2020. As we try to spend as little as possible
to raise funds, we’d like to ask if you’re able to do
EAAA a favour by recommending the EAAA charity
lottery to a friend, family member or colleague. You
can forward this email, shout about us on social media,
literally shout across the garden fence, send a pigeon,
bake a ‘Join the EAAA lottery!’ cake or whatever’s the
easiest way for you to tell people that we need their
support!

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and
we hope you love fundraising for our fantastic cause as
much as we do! Together, we save lives.
Kindest regards,
The EAAA fundraisers
P.S. Pilots Eduardo and Matt had a great time taking the
picture below! They thought a hug was the best way
to bring to life the wonderful support you provide for
EAAA.

• Some benefits of the lottery that we hope will
appeal to someone you know are:
• The EAAA lottery raises an amazing 45% of our
income
• There are 18 weekly cash prizes up for grabs
• All our lottery players are entered into an extra
accumulator draw that could go up to £25,000!
• It costs £1 a week to play
• They can join at www.eaaalottery.com/shout or on
03450 669 999
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The Barsham Festive Fayre was a great success

The Hall Committee wish to thank everyone
that supported us at the Festive Fayre, Sunday 24
November. It was a great success and much fun was
had. We even had a surprise visit from BBC Radio
Norfolk presenter Julie Reinger from the Treasure
Quest show. We were chosen to hold the ‘treasure’.
The photo here shows Andrew Ross with Julie after
speaking live on air!
Thank you to everyone that donated a prize for our
raffle, thank you to Katering 4U for providing such
wonderful refreshments, thank you everyone that
helped organise the first of many, we hope, community
events at the hall. We managed to raise over £300
which is a great help towards the ‘Save our Hall’
funds. We would still like new members to join the
committee, or even help out in some way.

Barsham & Houghton
Village Hall,
Lime Kiln Lane,
East Barsham,
Norfolk NR21 0LQ
Contact: barshamclerk@gmail.com
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Carols by starlight
Carols singers went to East Barsham on the early
evening of Tuesday 17 December to sing carols around
the village. Most of the houses in East Barsham were
visited on this pleasant starlit night, with carols sung
on the pavement and doorsteps. This was very well
received by the residents there with many children
waving and joining in! All the proceeds received, over
£100 went to The Children’s Society who do fabulous
good work with children and young adults in need.

Better accessible parking
Our new and improved disabled car parking space
along with enhanced access for wheelchair users
was unveiled and used for the first time on Sunday
17 November last year. The parking area has been
completely re-surfaced and there is now a good firm
approach to the church via the wheelchair path – as
those who use this means of transport have been
happy to testify.
This project, which was first mooted back in 2017, had
been held up by the NNDC expressing concerns about
water drainage, however just a few months ago Fr
Harri and the PCC gained permission to proceed with
revised plans. Now St Mary’s is more easily accessible
to all – both for visitors and village people. A Gift Day
held at St Mary’s recently raised the sum of £4,295
towards the total cost of this project of £12,000. The
fund is still open should you wish to contribute.

Singers in The Barsham Arms

Dellie’s stall to become a
kitchen
Sunday 1 December was a sad day for me and my
band of faithful helpers; the end of an era. After the
fundraising for the St Mary’s church bells was complete,
(the bells were recast and rehung in 1987), Delphine
Hall continued to run the stall to raise money for the
church. I took over running the stall in 2002 until 2019
in which time we raised £48, 3077. We have so enjoyed
our Sundays on the stall and will miss meeting and
catching up with friends there, many of whom return
to see us year after year. I would personally like to thank
everyone who has helped over that time. The second
hand bookstall will continue as will other fundraising
projects, now that the south porch is set to become a
kitchen for St. Mary’s. Good luck and best wishes.
Monica Smith

East Barsham requests
If you live in East Barsham and enjoy reading this
magazine then we need someone to help deliver this
in the village. This is not a huge undertaking as it is only
published 6 times a year with about 60 to deliver. If you
can help please contact:

Improved parking area
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Lynette Sutton on 01328 820560 lynette06@live.co.uk
or David Simmons on 01328 820871 bridewell5@
btinternet.com

Forward diary
February and March
Please check before attending
PAP activity group for 8s and over
4.30–6pm, Village Hall
Every Thurs term time
Snowdrop walks
Abbey grounds,
Sat 25 Jan to Sun 8 March
Winter warmer lunches by MU
3-course lunch at the Village Hall NEW VENUE
12.30–1.30pm, Fri 17, 24, 31 Jan
School half term activity day
Fri 21 Feb, 10–4pm tbc, Village Hall
St Seraphim’s Quiet Garden Coffee Mornings
Friday 21 Feb, and every 3rd Friday of month
10.30–12.30pm

An invitation to Quiet
Garden Days
The ‘Quiet Garden Days’ group meet every third
Friday of the month, and the first meeting on Friday
21 Feb 2020 will be a Coffee Morning Social. New
members are always welcome, so if you are interested
and would like to find out more, about the Quiet Days
group, or the Quiet Garden generally, come along
between 10.30am and 12.30pm to St Seraphim’s. You
are welcome to contact me on 01328 820610 or saint.
seraphims@gmail.com.

Fairtrade Fortnight
Wells Fairtrade town events
Mon 24 Feb to Sun 8 March

Also a big thank you to all those who visited the
Fakenham Christmas Tree Festival.

Shrove Tuesday
Tues 25 Feb

Sylvia Batchelor, Warden

Lent Lunches for charity
Soup and bread with hot drink
Village Hall, 12.30–1.30pm NEW VENUE
Fridays: 28 Feb, 6, 13, 20, 27 March, 3 April
Mothering Sunday greetings from schools
Messages in Fakenham & Wells, Thurs 19 March
Drawings in Lynn News. Fri 20 March
Mothering Sunday
Sun 22 March
Earth Hour – switch off your lights
Switch off your lights for an hour 8.30–9.30pm, Sat 28 March.
Be part of the global Earth Hour movement.
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was Sister Mary Teresa whom many of you know as
Mother Teresa from her years in Walsingham.

Doctor Nun
and the Drug Squad

I was invited to a meeting of the local branch of the
Christian Medical Fellowship (CMF) during early
autumn, as they had been asked about providing
medical care for single homeless people in the city,
including the occupants of the 250-bunk Lodging
House and the nearby Cyrenian Night Shelter.This was
modelled on care provided by CMF members of St
George’s Crypt, Leeds, established in the 1930s.
After discussions, including with Rev Mother, I applied
for the post of GP to the Aberdeen homeless, the
practice being based in the Lodging house. My
application was duly submitted and the weeks passed.
Early afternoon on 31 December 1975 I answered
the Convent doorbell and the messenger thrust a
bulky envelope (addressed to Dr A L King) into my
hand, wishing me a ‘Happy New Year’. The envelope
contained a prescription pad and a letter informing me
that as from 1 January 1976 I was responsible for the
medical care of the occupants of the Lodging House,
Cyrenian Shelter and those of no fixed abode in the
city. ‘Crumbs’, I thought, ‘Thanks for telling me’.
Wikimedia

When there were just a few weeks left of my trainee
year in General Practice, my colleagues started asking
what I was going to do next. I was vague to begin with
but then plucked up courage to say that I was going to
enter a Convent. There was a stunned silence and then
one of the practice nurses said, ‘You just want to be in
the films and sing with Julie Andrews.’ The Sound of Music
was all the rage at the time. I had actually formally written
to the Rev Mother at St Margaret’s Convent, Aberdeen
requesting to be received – after twelve years of trying
to do things my way, I gave up the unequal struggle with
Our Lord and answered the call He had given me when
I was a second year medical student.
I was received as a Postulant in the Society of St
Margaret (of Antioch) at first Vespers of St Margaret
of Scotland on 15 November 1974. About halfway
through my Postulancy I was sent to St Saviour’s
Priory, Haggerston for a month. The Novice Mistress

The next day, I went to the Lodging House that was about
half a mile away. A small lockable room was provided for
consultations with desk and chairs and other equipment
gradually appeared. I had my medical bag and visited the
local chemist after the Bank Holiday to get a supply of
emergency drugs, and both the chemist and I had to sign
registers (DDA books) noting the dose and amount
supplied of listed drugs such as opiates.The medical bag
was locked securely in the manager’s office so that it was
available for my locums on emergency calls. The CMF
members had also arranged that any of my patients
who needed a hospital appointment could be seen
within 48 hours. The majority had no medical records
so I signed them onto my List and wrote up such details
as I could establish.Two or three young hospital student
nurses volunteered as my practice nurse for a while but
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then Captain Nancy of the Salvation Army appeared.
She already knew a number of my chaps as she went
on the looks we got when we walked up Union Street
in Aberdeen in animated conversation, she in her Army
uniform and me in my habit.The astonishment changed
to horror as various disreputable men shuffled out of
shop doorways and flung their arms round us and gave
us each a kiss.
The surgeries began at 7.00pm on three alternate
nights a week and we just saw all who turned up, so it
was often 11.00pm or later that I got home. The duty
wardens kept an eye on those waiting, but we didn’t
have any problems – we were their doctor and nurse.
Most had problems with alcohol but I dealt with all the
common ailments, many mental health issues, found
two or three with cancer and a dozen with TB over the
four years I ran that practice.
As Aberdeen was the city paved with gold – black gold:
the North Sea oil, it became international and gradually I
found that I was getting younger patients who had drug
problems.They were much more devious than the older
chaps who had been alcohol abusers for years. One day
I opened my medical bag at the start of the surgery and
found it a bit muddled. So back to the manager who
was on duty that day and we checked my DDA book.
The morphine ampoule was missing but no entry had
been made in the book, neither had any staff recorded an
incident requiring and emergency visit from a doctor.The
police were called and I was introduced to a plain clothes
officer from the Drugs Squad. All my records were correct
and the locked cupboard where the medical bag was kept
was secure, with the manager or his deputy holding the
key. I went back to see my patients in my surgery towards
the back of the Lodging House. Two or three days later
the culprit was found – one of the wardens was a druggie
and subsequently lost his job. I had another meeting with
the Drug Squad and we decided that no DDAs should
be kept in my medical bag, so back I went to the Chemist,
whom the Drugs Squad had also interviewed, to return all
the dangerous drugs, sign his register and he signed mine.
Little did I realise at that stage that I would be having quite
a bit of contact with the Drugs Squad during my role as
‘Doctor Nun’ as many of the chaps referred to me.
Sister Mary Angela SSM
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Fakenham and Wells Library events
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Thanksgiving for Robert Malcolm
Father Bidone from the Sons of Divine Providence
visited Little Walsingham on a pilgrimage and recognised
that this would be a safe place for some of his flock. And
so began Rob’s life here, perhaps the most important
part – where he became a member of the community,
enjoying freedom, meeting and talking with everyone
and taking part in village activities – processions, dances
and fetes. Yes, he had led a good life until then but as
one of a larger group. Here he had the opportunities
to follow his own interests and friendships.
He settled in with his band of “brothers” Stephen,
Robbie, John, Richard and Nicky. We all hold dear
memories of the ones who have passed away and
remember how they forged their lives here.
Photo by Empringham family

I’m Jean a friend of Roberts and I’d like to say a little
about his life. Robert was definitely a ‘people’s person’
as they say these days. I looked it up on the internet
and sure enough it said – someone who was friendly,
warm, kind to everyone and who enjoyed meeting and
talking with others and I think you’ll agree that was a
perfect description of Robert’s character.
My friendship with him was a happy co-incidence. After
a spell in a London hospital as a baby and suffering
from chest problems, he moved to a nursery, Hutton
Poplars, in the Essex countryside where he thrived in
the fresh air. Our Matron suggested that us students
might like to take a child home for a holiday. I chose
Rob, he charmed everyone he met and our friendship
was to last for the rest of his life. And what a life he led,
at five he moved to Teddington to Colombo House
run by the Sons of The Divine Providence, a caring
Catholic order.
They were happy days, enjoying school and the rough
and tumble with young friends. We went out for
picnics, boiled egg teas and walks along the Thames.
Robert was full of mischief and laughter he loved to be
outdoors, smelling the flowers, watching the boats and
running along the towpath. The charity built a home
close by for teenagers, Molesey Venture in Sundial
House, and there Robert gained more skills.
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Robert had been a big part of our family life, visiting
often and we loved him dearly. He brought fun and
laughter to us all and then he moved far away. Our
sons remember the long car journeys to bring him
home for Christmas. Four hours of carol singing,
sometimes accompanied by the kazoo. His enthusiasm
was infectious and we found ourselves singing along
– hour after hour. Robert was a keen and talented
artist and over the years he produced some interesting
paintings, landscapes, birds and quite intricate drawings
of London landmarks. He was often seen walking in
the Abbey Gardens with his sketch book. As a member
of the Paul Daniel’s fan club he entertained our sons
with magic tricks and also singing and dancing. Rob
loved taking part in drama sessions at the centre and
also the Thalia theatre company. Along with supporting
the Canaries – Elvis was a big part of his life, going
on holidays to Skegness, wearing his costume and
throwing himself into singing his songs. He really was
a larger than life character when performing. All these
opportunities were made possible by many dedicated,
good natured carers who needed a good sense of
humour.
Serving in St Mary’s church was an important part
of his life and I understand he took his duties very
seriously. Bishop John Salt and members of the church
and community supported the effort to keep the
men in the village, when a move was threatened. To

quote Angela (Robbie Smeaton’s sister) Robert was
an enthusiastic and energetic presence at Southwell
House, Egmere Road and his determination knew no
bounds. Sylvia Batchelor, his house manager remembers
how he learnt to ride a bicycle in a day, coming home
battered and bruised and triumphant and able to join
with everyone on their cycle rides.

A move to supported living gave him more time to
fill and he was out and about, helping in the pubs and
shrine collecting glasses, talking to everyone, singing
with the pilgrims who only recently were asking after
him. Everyone knew and supported him, he was
cheerful company and people have spoken of him with
great fondness.

His love of music was enhanced by Sylvia teaching him
the recorder, and he played duets with Leon, friend
and iconographer at his studio at St Seraphim’s church.
Robert loved the calm of the church and garden, he
had a job there cleaning and helping to tend the garden,
which is now open to all, a beautiful place to visit.

Like everyone else we could see Robert was losing
his focus and going to The Brambles, in Great Ryburgh,
was the right move. Nicole and her staff were able
to help him make the most of his last years. We
commend them for their dedicated nursing care and
determination to keep him at home.

The most exciting point in his life was being re-united
with his family. He was amazed and thrilled to meet
brothers, sisters and all their families at a party marking
the occasion. Sadly his mother had passed away, she
too had enjoyed painting and the gift of
her paint brushes was precious to him.
Visits to Sandy and Gladys’ homes
and taking part in his nephews
wedding were exciting times for him,
and knowing he belonged to a family
made his life complete.

We will all miss him. We looked forward to his visits
over the years, his liveliness, sense of fun and buoyant
personality have made for so many happy memories –
we hope you will share yours with us all later. He was
a good friend.
Jean Empringham
Robert Malcolm’s funeral was held at St Mary’s,
Walsingham, 19 November 2019

The Christmas Crib Service at St Mary’s Church

Fr Harri has interactive fun with Gabriel, Joseph, Mary, the star, two shepherds
and a wise man. There was a cameo performance by Wesley, miniature pony,
as the donkey, courtesy of Mrs Kelly Woor. Photo by Z. Wenzel
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Catholic Mass times from Feb to the Re-dedication of
England as the Dowry of Mary
All Services in the Chapel of Reconciliation at the Catholic Shrine unless stated otherwise
February
Sun 2 Feb
		
		
		

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas Day)
11.45am
Blessing of Candles and Procession
12noon
Solemn Mass
1pm–2pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction

Mon 3 Feb

St Blaise

Tues 11 Feb
		
		
		

Our Lady of Lourdes (World Day of Prayer for the Sick)
11.00am
Rosary with intercessions for the Sick
12noon
Solemn Mass
2pm
Adoration, Sacrament of the Sick, Eucharistic Healing Service & Benediction

Fri 21 Feb

Start of 33 Day Consecration to Jesus through Mary (method of St Louis de Montfort)

Wed 26 Feb

Ash Wednesday 12noon

March
Wed 25 March
		
		
		
		

The Annunciation of the Lord
12noon
Solemn Mass
2pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
3pm
Solemn Vespers, Benediction and Procession to Slipper Chapel
All following the 33 Days, see 21 Feb, will consecrate themselves to Jesus through Mary.

Thurs 26 March
		
		
		
		

Triduum of Prayer in Preparation for the Dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary
12noon
Solemn Mass of Exposition, continuous Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
5pm
Evening Prayer
10pm
Compline
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues throughout the night

Fri 27 March
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Triduum of Prayer in Preparation for the Dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary continues
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues except for during the 12noon Mass
9am
Morning Prayer
12noon
Solemn Mass
2pm
Prayer during the Day
5pm
Evening Prayer
10pm
Compline
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues throughout the night

Sat 28 March
		
		
		
		

Triduum of Prayer for the Dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary continues and concludes
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues until 11:30am
9am
Morning Prayer
11.15am
Benediction and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
12noon
Solemn Mass

Sun 29 March
		
		

The Dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary
12noon
Solemn Mass
1.30pm 	Process from Catholic Shrine to Abbey Grounds original Shrine site for formal Dedication of
England as the Dowry of Mary

12noon

Mass followed by Blessing of Throats

Solemn Mass with Imposition of Ashes

Fridays in Lent, except for the Triduum of Prayer:
		
11.00am
Stations of the Cross
		
12noon
Mass
		
2pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
		
3pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction and Veneration of the True Cross
		
3.30pm
Rosary of the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady
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Walsingham Abbey & The Shirehall Museum
Georgian Courtroom • Walsingham 950 Time Line
Local Tourist Information • Walsingham Bridewell
Snowdrop Walks Saturday 25th January-Sunday 8th March
Open daily 10am-4pm
Charity Day Saturday 15th February in aid of St John Ambulance
Adults £5.50, children 6-16 £2.50 Annual season tickets from £16
Dogs on leads welcome
Common Place, Walsingham NR22 6BP 01328 820510
www.walsinghamabbey.com

Quiet reminders
Walsingham village has recently been gifted two new
benches from the families of Mrs Angela Hill and of
Miss Doris Wilson and Miss Joan Sheaf.These generous
gestures match the esteem they were held in by loved
ones, friends, and the wider community.
Public benches are a perfect accompaniment to
friendship. They are available for all, at no cost and are
ready come rain or shine for sociable sharing or quiet
reflection. Many a town planner has considered where
benches should be placed to maximise the offer of rest
and relaxation.There is an open website, OpenBenches.
org, now 3 years old, where memorial bench locations
and dedications can be recorded. The website says,
there are blue plaques to commemorate the famous and
influential figures of the past. For everyone else, there are
memorial benches.A quiet reminder of the people gone but
not forgotten. It currently notes there are 11 memorial
benches in Walsingham, 2 in Great Walsingham and 1
in East Barsham. Perhaps see for yourselves.
The bench in memory of Angela Hills has been placed
on the south east side of St Mary’s Church. And the
bench in memory of Doris Wilson and Joan Sheaf is on
the green, St Peter’s Road, Great Walsingham.

Photo by Z. Wenzel

WILLOW
HOUSEKEEPING
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
& IRONING SERVICE
Friendly, Thorough, Reliable
& Pet friendly
call me at
01328 853986 or
07788414502

brocantes
antiques
and art gallery
back where we started!
open tuesday - saturday
10am – 4pm
01328 822233

Photo by JCL. Goodwin, CC by SA 4.0
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Alderman Peel High
School News
On behalf of all the staff, pupils, governors; Happy New
Year. As we start a new year I would like to thank you
everyone in our community for your continued support.
There is a large community of parents, businesses,
voluntary groups, friends, council members and charities
who support us in a wide variety of ways and on behalf
of all the staff and children, thank you.We had a fantastic
end of term with our wonderful Christmas production
in which 219 students performed. Our Celebration
Assembly which ended with some wonderful music
from our students and some very average singing from
our staff! Well done to everyone involved.
Norfolk County Council, who manage the admissions
procedures for APHS have informed me that our new
Year 7 year-group, who will start with us in September
2020, is oversubscribed again. We are also attracting
more pupils from out of catchment and have very few
places left in other year groups therefore, if you know
of any parents who may wish their children to join us
they must get in touch with Norfolk Admissions asap.
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/
school-admissions/transfer-to-secondary-school With the
increasing numbers of children, please remember to park
well away from the school gate, towards the bottom of
the hill between 3.00pm and 3.30pm. Parking near the
gate makes crossing the road much more dangerous
for the hundreds of children who catch a bus home.
We have another exciting year ahead.This term alone we
are looking forward to Year 9, 10 and 11 exams, Cluster
Netball Competition with our local Primary Schools,
Hosting the District Cross Country event, Cluster Trigolf, Year 11 Parents Evening, Our third Citizenship Day,
a non-uniform day to raise Mental Health Awareness.
We also have a Year 7 trip to the UEA, a Year 7 Rugby
competition at North Walsham for girls, Cross County
Finals at Holkham, Science Week, Year 10 Parents
Evening, a road safety performance to students, various
music concerts and our Annual Celebration of Sport
Evening. At the end of term we have over sixty students
travelling to Tonale in Italy to go skiing.

WEA Wells Branch
Spring Term 2020,
part 2
As mentioned previously, and with great regret on our
part, we are unable to offer a 7 week ‘long’ course
this term. Instead we have two day schools organised,
the second of which will be held on Saturday 7 March
when Mark Felton will make a welcome return to
Wells to talk about the Tiananmen Square Massacre
in 1989.
This was one of the turning points in 20th century
history but it was not an isolated or entirely
unexpected event. The day school will delve into
the history behind the massacre, from the last years
of Chairman Mao’s rule to the beginnings of China’s
opening up to the West under Deng Xiao-ping. It will
examine the events of the day in detail, show how
modern China was changed forever and conclude
with an examination of modern Chinese society under
the rule of Xie Jinping. And no doubt Mark, who has
lived and worked in China, will bring us right up to date
by drawing parallels between the events of 1989 and
the situation in Hong Kong today.
The day school will be held in the Friends Meeting
House, Church Street, Wells-next-the Sea. It costs
£18 and will run from 9.45am until 4.00pm with a one
hour break for lunch. You can enrol online now by
going to www.wea.org.uk/eastern and entering ‘Wellsnext-the-Sea’ in the ‘town/postcode’ box at the top
of the page. This will take you to the Wells courses.
Click on the ‘view details’ button next to this course
and then follow the ‘Enrol online’ link at the bottom of
the page. Alternatively you can enrol by phoning 0300
303 3464. Or just turn up on the day. For help, advice
or further details please contact Annie Whitelaw on
07856 792186 or email anniewhitelaw53@icloud.
com. In the meantime, a very Happy New Year to you
all!
Nigel Dark, treasurer

Alastair Ogle, principal
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continues to paint, finding beauty in his surroundings
and an escape from his overbearing mother.

Films for New Year 2020
Visit our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/WalsinghamPicturePalace
or the Walsingham Village website
www.walsinghamvillage.org for more details.
Tuesday January 28th
Downton Abbey PG 122 mins Drama.
Director Michael Engler, with Hugh Bonneville, Elizabeth
McGovern, Maggie Smith.
The beloved Crawleys and their intrepid staff prepare
for the most important moment of their lives. A
royal visit from the king and queen of England soon
unleashes scandal, romance and intrigue -leaving the
future of Downton hanging in the balance.
Tuesday February 25th
Judy 12A 118 mins Biopic/Drama.
Director Rupert Goold, with Renee Zellweger, Jessie
Buckley, Rufus Sewell, Michael Gambon.
Winter 1968 and showbiz legend Judy Garland (Renée
Zellweger) arrives in Swinging London to perform a fiveweek sold-out run at The Talk of the Town. It is 30 years
since she shot to global stardom inThe Wizard of Oz, but
if her voice has weakened, its dramatic intensity has only
grown. As she prepares for the show, battles with
management, charms musicians and reminisces with
friends and adoring fans, her wit and warmth shine
through. Even her dreams of love seem undimmed
as she embarks on a whirlwind romance with Mickey
Deans, her soon-to-be fifth husband.
Tuesday March 31st
Mrs Lowry & Son 12A 91 mins Biopic/Drama. Director
Adrian Noble, with Vanessa Redgrave, Timothy Spall. A
portrait of the artist L.S. Lowry (Timothy Spall) and his
strained relationship with his mother, Elizabeth (Vanessa
Redgrave). Set in 1934 – five years before both her
passing and Lowry’s first taste of success – the film
chronicles Elizabeth’s ongoing attempts to discourage
her son’s artistic ambitions. Bedridden and bitter about
the life she’s had, Elizabe th takes her frustration out on
her son, who attends to her every need. But Lowry also

Tuesday April 28th
Official Secrets 15 112 mins. True-life political drama.
Director Gavin Hood, with Matthew Goode, Keira
Knightley, Ralph Fiennes.
Based on world-shaking true events, Official Secrets tells
the gripping story of Katharine Gun (Keira Knightley), a
British intelligence specialist whose job involves routine
handling of classified information. Unable to stand by
and watch the world be rushed into an illegal war,
Gun makes the gut-wrenching decision to defy her
government and leak the memo to the press.
Contact walsinghampp@gmail.com
Walsingham Picture Palace Walsingham Parish
Hall, 14 High Street, Walsingham NR22 6AA
Tickets on the door: adult £4, under 25s £2
Tuesday programmes begin at 7.30pm
Doors open 7pm for ticket sales and refreshments.
Friday programmes begin at 6pm.
Doors open 5.30pm
Elizabeth Meath Baker, organiser

VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCES
Shrine Trading Company
Is seeking a variation to premises license for:
The Shrine Refectory & Norton Room
The Shrine, Knight Street
Walsingham, Norfolk
NR22 6DL
To extend the licensable area to include the Shrine Shop for Sale
of Alcohol for consumption off the premises and to include Sale of
Alcohol for consumption off premises for The Refectory and Norton
Room, Monday to Sunday 10:00 to 23:00 hours
If you wish to object to this application written representations with
full contact details should be made to the Licensing Authority below:
Licensing Section, North Norfolk District Council, Council
Offices, Holt Road, Cromer, Norfolk, NR27 9EN
Representations should be made by Tuesday 18 February (28 days
starting after the day on which the application was given to the
authority by the applicant
This application may be viewed during office hours at the above offices
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News from Dr Marie Strong our County Councillor
Have your say on Norfolk’s
Council Tax: CLOSING DATE
10 December
Go to www.norfolk.gov.uk/budget
and have your say. The council is
proposing a rise of 3.99 per cent
for 2020/21, i.e. 1.99% for general
services and 2% for adult social care.
(If not familiar with computers ask
for assistance at the library or wait
for posted information.) Closing
date for comments 10 December;
Cabinet reviews the matter on 13
January and the decision will be set
at full Council on 17 February.
Clean Rivers:
At the recent full council, i.e.
attendance required of 84 county
councillors to discuss and vote,
I proposed a motion for NCC to
‘Call on the Government to fasttrack flagship legislation to better
protect and restore our waterways
and invest in effective monitoring
and enforcement to ensure that all
our rivers are one again clean and
healthy’. I still wonder if it was my
reference to Wind in the Willows
and ‘messing about on the river’ or
the details I quoted as to potentially
deadly bacteria in our rivers
affecting humans, fish, birds, insects
and mammals – that uniquely
received support from all political
and independent parties, with one
abstention.
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Better Broadband for Norfolk:
Whilst not everyone in Norfolk
can as yet access better broadband
work does continue to achieve
that target. However I am also
aware that there are those who
could access better broadband
but are still uncertain as to what
is available to them or how to
go about accessing it. But now
it is easier because Openreach
has a new online checker – go
to
https://www.openreach.com/
fibre-broadband/
• Press ‘Use our fibre checker
button’
• Enter your postcode, tick the box
to say you are not a robot, and
click on the green search button
to the right of the box where
you enter the postcode.
• Pick the address from the list
• It then either shows services
as available or says whether
something is planned
• When services are available it has
a ‘View Providers’ button. This
shows which Internet Service
Providers are offering services.
You can then check all available
providers and decide which offers
the best service for you.

News & Views: Barsham • Walsingham • Houghton

Which
Internet
Service
Providers can provide Fibre
Broadband? A number of people
have told me that when they ask
their existing providers to quote
for fibre some say they cannot offer
fibre because only BT Openreach
is allowed to offer that service.
This must be a misunderstanding
on their part because no provider
can be barred from accessing fibre
where it is available. Openreach
installs broadband infrastructure that
can be used by any Internet Service
Provider that chooses to make use of
it.
Period poverty: Forgive me for
ending with an item that continues
to anger me – Value Added Tax
(VAT) on sanitary items. It did not
comfort me to have confirmed that
the VAT on such items was now
‘only 5%’ when many items have
no VAT – for instance gambling and
bingo! Then it was explained to
me that some of VAT on sanitary
items can be claimed back by
organisations providing support for
abused women. The word ‘irony’
comes to mind.
Upwards and onwards
Dr Marie Strong,
marie.strong@norfolk.gov.uk/
07920 286 597

High Quality Professional Service
Any type of electrical works … big or small
we can do it all! Free survey and quotation
Test & Certify to IEE17th Edition
      Part P Registered

01328 830492 07884 436112
paul@pjelectricsltd.co.uk www.pjelectricsltd.co.uk
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