
St. Seraphim’s 
News 

The museum side of St Seraphim’s is pro-

gressing really well and if you have not visit-

ed us for a while you will be delighted to see 

that all the hard work and donations are really 

showing dividend and it  feels as though the 

end is in site for this part of our work.  The 

volunteers and Volunteer Coordinator at St. 

Seraphim’s have been busy working on all as-

pects of the museum’s collections and display.  

Three volunteers; all new since the last newsletter, have been working with the museum’s 

archives. The volunteers are currently engaged with cataloguing the sheet music from the 

collection and improving the storage of the archives. They are also in the process of creat-

ing a slideshow of images from the archive which will be on display via a touchscreen, when 

the gallery opens.  

There is a lot of work behind putting up a museum 

display. One of the tasks a volunteer has been helping 

us with is object marking and labelling. Every item on 

display has to be marked with its unique MDA code; 

this exacting process is a crucial part of museum work 

for identification and security. The refurbishment of 

the building through the present grant development is 

now complete, and six  heritage replica windows have 

been installed, as well as a new door.  
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Inside this issue: 

Good News! 

 Our next Garden 
Party is set for 29th 

June, 2.00-4.30 pm. 

All are welcome! 

 Look out for our 
Family Days on Wed 

7th and Wed 14th 

August - something 

for everyone to en-

joy! 

We hope to see you 

and your friends and 

family at these events 

St Seraphim’s Trust would like to express continued and grateful 
thanks to our funders, supporters and friends : 

HLF ‘Our Heritage’ grant progress 



St. Seraphim’s held the first of the two day Icon 

painting taster courses on May 18th\19th. The 

courses with Iconographer Helen Mclldowie-Jenkins 

are part of our HLF ‘Our Heritage’ development. At-

tended by 7 people, the weekend was a great success.  

Participants enjoyed learning about the meaning and 

history of Icons before being given step by step tuition 

of how to paint Icons.  By the end of the course each 

participant had achieved a lovely Icon of Archangel 

Michael.  All course this year are fully booked but we 

are planning new events for next year.  If you would 

like to put your name down for a course please con-

tact us here. 

Earlier this year on March 16th,  St. Seraphim’s was 

involved with the craft activities session for the Chil-

dren’s Pilgrimage 2019 which was held in the Refec-

tory at the Anglican Shrine. The theme for this year’s 

children’s pilgrimage was Miracles. To fit in with this 

theme St. Seraphim’s devised an Easter egg decoration 

activity which was based around the Icon of the Res-

urrection. The children enjoyed the activity and pro-

duced some very creative Easter eggs to take home.  

A busy few months! 
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Good to see old friends again! 

Father Kosmas Wittwer and pilgrims from the church of The Ascension and St. Chad, Rugby, celebrated 

Vespers on the 24th and the Liturgy on the 25th May. This was followed by lunch in the garden and then on to 

the sprinkling in the Anglican Shrine. A lovely occasion, always heartening to welcome  these pilgrims to Wal-

singham.  

On May 22nd the Anglican Shrine kindly hosted the 

Warm Welcome training session delivered by the 

Opening Doors Project Coordinator Niki Hughes, 

from the University of Cambridge Museums. The train-

ing was attended by volunteers from the Anglican 

Shrine, the Museum of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 

Seraphim’s and Fakenham Gas Museum. We learnt 

about good practice for volunteers in giving the visitor 

the best experience and considered how this might 

change with different types of visitors. The session was 

very informative, and enjoyable. Did you know it only 

takes 7 seconds to form a first impression!  

A warm welcome! 
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Preparing for the new gallery 

The gallery space with the help of volunteers is being developed 

ready for opening in summer 2019. The Icons received on loan 

from the Peter Sibley Collection, courtesy of the Museum of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, have been installed and the Icons are start-

ing to be hung on the walls.  The Home Corner includes a newly 

made Analoi and cover.  

We are pleased to say St. Seraphim’s has been successful in being 

awarded a Remedial Conservation Grant in association with 

AIM and the Pilgrim’s Trust. This will allow us to have a vest-

ment specially cleaned and displayed for the new gallery.  The 

display case has been kindly been given by Norwich Castle Mu-

seum following their reorganisation of the castle.  

St Seraphim’s relies on volunteers and Neil has been working very hard helping us set up our 

new gallery. Here Neil is pictured with the analoi which he made for the Home Corner. Volun-

teers make all the difference and at St Seraphim’s we need volunteer Welcomers for the Gallery 

and the Quiet garden. Anyone interested in joining us and making a difference at St Seraphim’s, bringing  its collections to 

the public, please get in touch. 

Another volunteer, our neighbour, produced this lovely sign for our  develop-

ment. Another neighbour is giving a guided tour of the building and garden dur-

ing Heritage Open Days week in September. Bruce, a volunteer since the 1960’s, 

planted and maintains the ramp shrubs (pictured overleaf) and the bees as well as 

visitors are grateful to him. Thank you all our volunteers! 

The next few months will be busy here at St. Seraphim’s, we look forward 

to the new gallery opening and sharing the history of St. Seraphim’s, the 

iconography, railway and pilgrimage, with all.  

St. Seraphim’s Quiet 

Garden group met on 

Friday 24th May.  The 

group meets every 6 

weeks with people taking 

a turn on topics for dis-

cussion.  We have al-

ready had a talk on Julian 

of Norwich by Pauline 

Lovelock in March followed by a talk on “The Book that 

Changed my Life” where we all brought  a book to share 

with the others in the group.   

In May there was a talk with an Easter theme and the  talk in 

June will be on St Therese of Lisieux so you can see the top-

ics are quite diverse but we all enjoy the sense of wellbeing 

that comes from them. 

In the Quiet Garden... 

Music by
Four In A Bar
with Norfolk gem 

Phil Brooke

St Seraphim’s garden next 

to Walsingham coach park

Annual Garden Party
Saturday 29th June 2019

2pm to 4.30pm             

Stalls, refreshments, children’s games 

At top of Station Rd,    

Walsingham NR22 6EB 

2 min walk from here!

www.iconpainter.org.uk 01328 820610  sylvia@iconpainter.org.uk

Level access via ramp on Station Rd       Reg Charity 1120335  



The Pilgrim Chapel of St. Seraphim is a place of Orthodox 

Christian worship.  The Faith to which it bears witness is that 

of the Undivided Christian Church before West and East be-

came separated in the Eleventh Century.  Its ancient tradition 

of worship and prayer is rooted in its biblical and apostolic 

inheritance, and is expressed in living symbolic form.   

In 1966 the Anglican Shrine authorities asked that someone be 
sent to take care of the Orthodox chapel there, and Father 
Mark Meyrick (who subsequently became a monk, with the 
name David) came to undertake that task.  It was soon appar-
ent that the open plan construction of the chapel was unsuited 
to a pattern of regular services and in 1967 Father David and 
three companions, with £25 between them, settled in this 
building which, until the closure of the railway in the early 60s, 
had been Walsingham's station on the line between Wells and 
Fakenham.  They converted the booking hall and ticket office 
into the nave and altar of their new chapel, and crowned it 
with bell tower, onion dome and cross.   

The painting and selling of icons was, from the outset, an im-
portant part of the Orthodox witness here.  Following Father 
David's death in 1993, his colleague Leon Liddament contin-
ued  and developed that tradition until his own death in 2010. 

Station Road, Little Walsingham,  

Norfolk NR22 6EB, UK 

Tel: 01328 820610 
Email: sylvia@iconpainter.org.uk  
Web: www.iconpainter.org.uk 

Registered as a charity, no 1120335  
Registered as a company limited by guarantee, no 
6287991 
 
Privacy: St Seraphim's Trust respects your privacy and 
is GDPR compliant. To access our Privacy Policy please 
request this via email at : stseraphimstrust@gmail.com 
or visit our website at www.iconpainter.org.uk 

St. Seraphim’s Trust 

Dates for your diaries 
 St. Seraphim’s annual Garden Party will be held on the 29th June, 2pm- 4:30pm. The event will have 

stalls, children’s games, a raffle, refreshments and live music from ‘Four in a Bar with Phil Brooke’.  

 The garden is open as part of Walsingham Open Gardens which runs from 29th-30th June 11am – 5pm.  

A £5 ticket gains entry to all gardens.  

 Father Julian Sadowski will celebrate the liturgy for St Seraphim’s day on Friday July 19th at 10.30am. A 

picnic in the garden will follow the Liturgy. This year we shall be thinking of Father David and Leon and 

their legacy, as we prepare for the gallery opening. 

 We will be holding family  days with trails in August, on Wednesday 7th and Wednesday 14th, as part of 

the HLF ‘Our Heritage’ development.  

Supporting St. Seraphim’s - Gift Aid update 
We would be grateful, if you give donations to St Seraphim’s, 
if you would be willing to complete a new Gift Aid form to 
keep our records up to date.  The form will ask if you want us 
to keep you on the mailing list for the Newsletter, fundraising 
and events so please do tick the box if you wish to keep re-
ceiving these Newsletters.  To be compliant all data has to be 
kept for 6 years otherwise you do have the right to ask for us 
to delete your records.  We do not give your details to any 
third parties other than processing the Gift Aid claims.   

And ‘thank you’, without those donations a lot of the 
work carried out at St Seraphim’s would never have been 
achieved! 

mailto:stseraphimstrust@gmail.com
http://www.iconpainter.org.uk

