WALSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Present: Cllrs. B Landale (Chairman), B Beckham, Mrs E Carter, J Woodhouse (Vice-Chairman), D Simmons
And: Mr and Mrs Seaman
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on
Wednesday 20 May 2015 at 7.15 for 7.30 pm, in the Village Hall 
The planning proposal for the Methodist Chapel was discussed with the applicants.
MINUTES
Declaration of office forms were completed
Welcome
1) Brian Landale was elected Chairman for the year.
	proposed
	JW
	seconded
	BB
	vote
	all


a) The new Chairman completed a declaration of office form.

2) James Woodhouse was elected Vice-Chairman.

	proposed
	EC
	seconded
	BB
	vote
	all


3) To consider co-option to fill the 6 vacancies.
a) David Simmons was co-opted. He completed a declaration of acceptance of office and joined the meeting.

b) A further five people were co-opted subject to their acceptance: Lee Acton, Gordon Brooks, Tom Marston, Nigel Morter, Scilla Landale.

It was agreed to postpone items 4, 5, and 6 to the next meeting so that all the councillors would be included.
4) Allocation of responsibilities 

a) Weekly check of playground apparatus, skate ramp, sports facilities
b) Visual check of street lights (to decide on frequency)
c) Traffic Management working group

d) To confirm / nominate three signatories for bank accounts (complete the necessary forms)

e) Internal account checker.
f) To confirm Internal Auditor as Stafford Snell

5) To consider Financial Risk Management updated May 2015
6) Policies to note / review
a) Code of Conduct (adopted 2012)

b) Standing Orders (last reviewed 2010) due for review
c) Financial Regulations due for review
d) Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities (came into effect April 2015).
7) Apologies from E Meath Baker, District Councillor T Fitzpatrick, County Councillor Dr M Strong, SNT Wells were accepted.
8) Declarations of interest by the Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below. 
a) To note that E Meath Baker had declared an interest in the planning application for the Old Mill which had been circulated for comments.
9) Items of urgent business
a) Sewage pumping station at Great Walsingham needs to be tidied up. The Clerk was asked to contact Anglian Water.
10) Police matters: 

a) Written Crime Report: 1 x theft, 1 x criminal damage, 1 x harassment, 4 x nuisance behaviour.
b) Any other police business 
i) It was noted that the Chairman had received a complaint about kids with motorised vehicles on the Recreation Ground causing a nuisance. There have also been problem with a noisy moped at about 2.30 am in Mount Pleasant a few nights before the meeting.

11) Minutes of the Meeting of 15 April were approved and signed as a true record.

12) Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda
13) Report from the County Councillor
Please tender my apologies to the councillors and wish them well as they continue to work for the residents of Walsingham.

Having spent some considerable time endeavouring to solve the hot topic of broadband at Walsingham I will just focus on this subject and trust the statement below is sufficiently clear(!)

Better Broadband for Norfolk: Walsingham Cabinet 1 went live on 29 March and to find out if you have access to fibre broadband go to https://www.btwholesale.com/includes/adsl/adsl.htm .If it says you are on Walsingham 1 Cabinet get on to your IPS (internet service provider) to see what they are offering in terms of speed and price.  Additionally check out what other providers are offering

If it says you are off the Exchange there may be a data error so do nothing further but please be patient whilst the matter is being investigated and there will be an update as soon as we have more information.

Secondly I have spoken to Elaine who is in the second category i.e. ‘off the Exchange’ and have provided her details as an example to be examined.   It would be useful to have one or two more examples but please keep this within councillors because I only need examples.  Of the one or two examples I need name, full address inc postcode and ‘phone number. 

14) Report from the District Councillor no report.
15) Highways.
a) Progress report

i) More details needed for location of potholes at Houghton St Giles.
ii) Works programmed for repairs to finger arm at Westgate cross roads
b) Items to report
i) Potholes

(1)  Knight St (various: drain covers, re-laid cables etc)
(2)  St Peter’s Road
(3)  Edgar Road near junction with Old Wells Road
ii) The grey plastic covering on the signage posts around the parish is rotting – request replacement with galvanised metal to improve appearance and avoid the hazard of rusted poles.
16) Replacement bench dedicated to Tom Moore (opposite the bus shelter on Wells Road)

a) To note that Bill Moore has made a donation of £500 towards the cost. 

b) The order of a Georgian steel bench (black and green), dated 2009 (if possible), dedication plaque and fittings ordered from Streetmaster for £788 + VAT was approved.
c) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman would arrange installation.
17) Finances:
a) The accounts were approved and signed.
b) The audit form including annual governance statement was approved and signed.
i) To note that the Internal Auditor Stafford Snell states that ‘The accounts are as usual well kept and all relevant documentation is in order. There are no points I wish to raise with the Parish Council. Walsingham Recreation Charity Trust Funds which have been disclosed do not form part of this internal audit.’

c) To consider renewal of insurance for 2015-16: £1445.76 (including Lorega recovery services). This is the last year of Long Term Agreement (LTA). The current premium can be reduced by 5% if the Parish Council agrees to enter into another 3 year LTA this year (£1308.03 + Lorega £68.90 would be £1376.93). It was agreed to stay with the current agreement and get further quotes next year.
d) Presentation and confirmation of Statement
e) The following payments were approved:

	
	 
	cheque no
	 

	Joanna Otte 
	expenses
	101168
	         82.90 

	Broker Network Ltd 
	annual premium
	101169
	    1,445.76 

	Steward Safety Supplies
	annual checks fire extinguishers etc. at VH
	101170
	         91.80 

	Norfolk Assoc of Local Councils
	annual subs
	101171
	       160.23 

	Stafford Snell
	internal audit 
	101172
	         15.00 

	 
	total
	 
	    1,795.69 


18) Planning:

a) Applications since last meeting.
i) The Old Mill, Cokers Hill ref: LA/15/0499: internal and external alterations to facilitate installation and replacement of doors and windows to mill building and insertion of toilet facilities in garage. Plans circulating: more time required.
ii) Methodist Chapel, High St ref: PF/15/0495, LA/15/0496: external alterations to facilitate installation of disabled wheelchair access. Concern was expressed about the effect of the proposal on the character of the building. Various alternatives were suggested. It was hoped that advice would be obtained from the Georgian Society.
b) Decisions from NNDC
19) Traffic Management. Nothing to report.
20) Street Lighting. 
a) To note that the Parish Council, as a lighting authority, is responsible for electrical testing of street lights (every 6 years) and for regular risk assessments (visual and if necessary full structural assessments). Further quotes needed. 
b) To note that E.ON has increased the non-metered rate for deemed contract electrical supply to street lights to 12.40p per kWh (was 9.20p per kWh). First increase in nine years. Other contracts include a standing charge which makes supply to this small number of street lights more costly.
21) Communication with the public
a) To consider a request from Fr Andrew for financial support towards for the initial costs for a Community Magazine before advertising revenue pays.
b) Bulletin: to consider sending out a second bulletin. It was agreed that the Clerk should bring a draft to the next meeting (include information about fibre optic broadband, playground and skate park etc.)
22) Correspondence: circulated as usual.
23) Items for report or future agenda
24) To note meeting on 12 June at 10.15 for 10.30 in the Village Hall to prepare for Travellers visit for the Assumption.
25) The next Parish Council meeting is at 7.15 for 7.30pm on Wed 8 July 2015  in the Village Hall
Meeting closed at 8.45 pm
Meeting of Walsingham Recreation Trust

Following the Parish Council meeting on 20 May 2015
1) Minutes of the Meeting of 15 April were approved and signed as a true record.
2) It was noted that the sale of alcohol had been re-instated to the licence for the Village Hall with  B Beckham as the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS).
3) To consider supply of alcohol for sale. It was agreed that for the time being no alcohol would be purchased for sale. Each booking would have to book a bar.
4) Exterior decoration, repairs and new door
a) Pete Whiddett had to find another supplier for the door. However he has started with the exterior paintwork. Follow up regarding the door.
5) To note that PAT testing due. It was agreed that B Beckham would ask T Amos to carry out the PAT testing as last year.
6) Recreation Ground: 
a) To note that Fenland Leisure Products has installed the hip-hop, moved the picnic bench, re-installed the bench and repaired the skate ramp.

b) Signs need to be put up on exterior of Village Hall

c) It was agreed to order a sign for the skate ramp from Signs2Wraps
d) To report on regular checks of apparatus. All in order. 

e) It was noted that complaints had been received that food waste was being left on the Recreation Ground by residents at the adjacent Cleaves almshouses. The Chairman would bring it to the attention of the Vicar who is the Chairman of the Cleaves Charity.
7) Finances 
a) To note increase in rateable value of Village Hall to include the storage container effective from 1 April 2014 rounded to £4,900 (previously £4,700). NNDC notifies WRT that there will be an extra charge of £19.28 to cover the back dated rate.
b) To note bank balance as at 15 April 2015: £1,255.03
c) To note receipts:  VH bookings: for RC football match £30; for card making £26;
d) To note payments: 
e) Cheques to approve: 

i) NNDC for annual fee for hire of eurobin:
£67.60
chq no: 102220
ii) J Otte for one off rubbish collection:
£9.85
chq no: 102221
iii) To note DD to Anglian Water (29 Jan – 5 May) £318.96
8) To note forthcoming Bookings
a) Football Club end of season party May 23
b) Charity Football Match in aid of air Ambulance 7 June

c) Card making and craft class: Tuesday 1 Sept (9am – 1 pm)

d) RC Seminarians Football Tournament (football pitch): Fri 4 September 
e) UK Cycling: Sunday 22 November 2015
9) Any other business

Meeting closed 8.55 pm

Joanna Otte, Clerk to Walsingham Parish Council, e-mail: walsinghampc@googlemail.com   Tel. 01328 822366
Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, Fakenham, NR21 0JN

Agenda prepared by JO 13/05/15
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